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ere read, and ſee, how far the Practice of a Son 
may differ from the truly evangelical Principles 
of an honoured Father: Yea, how little a Per- 
ſon's Prefaces, and Publications, can be depend - 
ed upon as the Rule of his future, unprovołked 
Practice. And if the Separatiſts of theſe Times 
cannot ſee themſelves in the Glaſs held up in this 
Performance, it muſt either be, becauſe they are 
unacquainted with their own Likeneſs, or, be- 
cauſe they ſhut their Eyes and will not lee, 


is valuable Performance is well worthy the at- 
tentive Peruſal of every Member of the Church 
of Chriſt, who wiſhes to be guided by the Pre- 

cepts and Example of his Lord and Saviour: 
More eſpecially in theſe Days of religious Dii- 

pation, when, to their everlaſting Shame, Men 
of itching Ears, are faſt fulfilling the Apoſtle's 
Prophecy, “ by heaping to themſelves Teachers 
« after their own Luſts.“ 
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T* following ſermon needs no other recom- 
mendation, than to aſſure the publick, that 
the author of it was that great and good 
man whoſe name it bears in the title- page, and 
« whoſe N is in the goſpel throughout all the 
& churches.” Tt was firſt publiſhed in the year 
1738, when the ſeceſſion from the eſtabliſhed church 
of Scotland was upon the growing hand. And be- 
ing credibly informed, that ſeveral people in that 
way have the aſſurance to ſay the ſermon is not 
Mr. BosToN's, or that it is ſomehow adulterate, I 
embrace the opportunity of declaring to the world, 

that the following ſermon was preached by the late. 
Reverend Mr. Bos rox, my worthy and much ho- 
noured father, at Etterick, in the year 1708, on 
occaſion of reading from the pulpit a ſentence of 
the Commiſſion of the General Aſſembly of this 
church againſt Meſſrs. Macmillan and Macneil ; and 
that the printed copy of it is in every reſpect agree- 
able to the original written with his own hand, 

which is in my cuſtody. . 


The ſermon diſcovers the truly evangelical ſpirit 
of its author ; a ſpirit tender of the peace, as well 
as the purity of the church. No man could be 
more tenacious than he, of what he judged truth ; 
while, at the ſame time, he could love, eſteem and 
honour his brethren who differed from him, and ve- 
ry freely hold communion with them. This being 
my father's real and well-known character, it ſur- 
priced me to find, that ſeveral people gave it out, 
with great aſſurance, That, had he been living in 
our world, he had long ere now left the eſtabliſhed 

church, 
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church, becauſe of her corruptions. How they 
came by this ſpirit of divination, I ſhall not pretend 
to ſay. Mean time, the following ſermon ſeems to” 
be no great evidence of what they aſſert ; nor was 
there any thing in the author's conduct while he 
lived, that looked like it. I remember, many years 
ago, ſome honeſt country people, who did not ſe- 
parate from the eſtabliſhed church, but had ſuch 
ſcruples at their own miniſters, that they could not 
receive ſealing ordinances from them, addreſſed him 
moſt earneſtly to baptize their children upon lines 
from their fellowſhip meetings. This he would by 
no means conſent to do; becauſe he thought it a 
breach on the peace and order of the church, and a 
cruel weakning the hands of his fellow ſervants. 
Accordingly he wrote a letter to one of them, in 
which he thus expreſſes himſelf ; “ The way I have 
« learned Chriſt, is to entertain thoſe. principles 
and practices which I apprehend him to teach me 
„ in his word, be for them, or againſt them, who 
ec will; and to have ſuch a ſenſe of the imperfection 
« cleaving to the beſt while here, and of the deſign 
c of Providence 1 in leaving it for our trial, that I 
& dare not think to look him in the face, and ſet 
« myſelf to counter-work others in their endea- 
&« yours to bring ſinners to him, becauſe they ſee 


c not with my light, and ſo take other courſes 
ce than I in ſome particulars.” 


cc 


I have ſometimes thought, that a Seceſſion from 
the eſtabliſhed church, was it managed with pru- 
dence and temper, and with the ſole view of pro- 
moting chriſtianity, might be of conſiderable uſe. 
But alas! it is to be feared, that the Seceſſion in 
this nation has contribute but little. to the revival 
of real ie? tho' a great deal to the fomenting 


a ſpirit 
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_ « ſpirit of wrath, bitterneſs and perſecution ; eſpe- 


cially ſince the preachers began to multiply, and to 
make room for themſelves by delivering ſo many of 
their brethren into the hands of the devil. This 
dreadful Antichriſtian Bull, deſigned to fix a mark 
of infamy on ſome of the choſen and faithful ſer- 
yants of Jeſus Chriſt, has opened the mouths of the 


wicked; fadned the hearts of the ſaints, and aſto- 


niſhed the moſt part of ſober and thinking people. 
Who would have imagined, that men who had been 
for a courſe of years crying out of the tyranny and 
oppreſſion of the church of. Scotland, would have 
given the world ſuch a flagrant inſtance of both in 
their own conduct? Oh, how pitiable is the caſe of 
the poor people, who have their heads and hands 
filled with Acts, Declarations and Teſtimonies, a- 
bout Church Government, Patronages, Burgher- 
oaths, &c. while their hearts are filled with pride 
and ſelf conceit, and with envy. and bitterneſs a- 
gainſt all but theſe of their own party!“ O my 
« my ſoul, come not thou into their ſecret,” 

oint of church communion ; © unto their > Tag 
« bly, mine honour, be not thou united, jn point 
of ſeparation, 


Divided ſentiments, and divided affections, I take 
to be two very different things. The former is the 
natural and neceſſary conſequence of the preſent im- 
perfect ſtate of ſaints; the latter is highly provok- 
ing to God, and diſhonourable to his Son Jeſus 
Chriſt, as it is diametrically oppoſite to the new 
commandment of brotherly love, upon which we 
find no ſmall ſtreſs laid in the New Teſtament, 
There it is made the diſtinguiſhing badge and mark 
of Chriſt's diſciples : © By this ſhall all men know 
* that ye are my diſciples, if ye have love one to 

| another.“ 
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4 another.” John xiii. 35. The diſciples. of Joby 
ihe Baptiſt were diſtinguiſhed by the auſterity and 
moukiſhneſs of their. behaviour: The diſciples of 
the Phariſees were known by their broad phylacte - 
ries, and the enlarged borders of their garments: 
The diſciples of the Heathen Philoſophers had their 
reſpective peculiarities in their opinions or practice; 


whereby it was manifeſt to which ſect they belong- 
ed. Now, when Jeſus Chriſt came into the world, 


and made iſciples in it, he appointed that brudl 
love, harmony and concord ſhould be their diſtin- 
guiſhing charaReriſtick. Oh the beautiful ſimplici- 


ty, purity and bumility that runs thro” the wholg 


goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt! He does not ſay, as vain 
men would readily expect, By this ſhall all men 
know that ye are my diſciples; if ye can cleanſe the 
lepers, cure the ſick, raiſe the dead, caſt out devils, 
and ſpeak with divers tongues ; but he makes that 
plain and practical thing, brotherly love, the cri- 


tcrion of lis diſciples. lay power of working mi: 


racles, like the gift of prophecy, was not always 


_ confined to the moral character. Many in the 


church of Corinth excelled in ſpiritual gifts, while 


they were living in ſtrite and contention, and like» 


wile drenched in fleſhly abominations, They want- 
ed the peculiar badge of diſcipleſhip mentioned by 
our Saviour, while there were envy, ſtrife and divi- 
ſions among them; one ſaying, © I am of Paul,” 
and another, ( I of Apollos.” I Cor. 1. 12. ; 


Moreover, the ſcripture repreſents our walking in 
brotherly love and unity as a proper mean of con- 
vincing the infidel world of the truth and excellen- 
cy of the Chriſtian religion. Remarkable to this 
purpoſe are theſe words of our N in = prayer 

ion: © That the may be one, as 
petore his paſſion * Ly 9 
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© thau, Fathet, art in me, and I in thee, that they 
4 alſo may be one in us; Thar ThE WorLD 
„ MAY BELIEVE. THAT Thou HAST SBNT ME.“ 
Johmwxvii. 21. The firſt Chriſtians, by their walk 
ing in love and unity among-themſelves, gave ſuch} 
an amiable repreſentation. of their religion to their 
Pagan neighbours, that many of them renounced, 
their owny and embraced it. Mankind have, in all: 
ages, been more pliant to example than to precept, 
reaſon, 'or argument. And I am apt to believe, 
that if Chriſtians would walk in love, and exem< 
plity the other excellent precepts of the goſpel in 
their lives, ſaying much leſs, and doing a great deal 
more, it would be a more effectual remedy againſt 
the prevailing infidelity of the age, than all the e- 
laborate defences and nr ents tor Funn W 
have en . 4 


"= 


Neither do 1 deſign the leaſt reflection. on theſe 
learned and worthy perſons who have ſignalized 
chemſelves in the defence of our holy religion a- 
gunſt the bold artacks of Atheiſts and Deiſts; their 
works praiſe them in the gates; and I acknowledge 
myſelf, among others, much obliged to ſeveral of 
them, for their clear and concluſive reaſonings on 
ſome contraverted points. But I would have the 
Bulk and body of our people to be convinced, that 
it is in their power, tho' they want languages and 
learning, to do a great deal towards gaining the in- 
fidel world, namely, by their walking in brotherly 
love, in holy harmony and concord with one ano- 


| ther, and exemplitying the other precepts of the 


goſpel in their converſation. 


The unſucceſsfulneſs of the goſpel is a common 
complaint, for which there is too much gronnd. 
7 : . But | 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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But were we to aſk the ſeveral divided parties in 
our Zion, what they judge to be the cauſe of it? 
each of them would reſolve it into ſomething that 
is immediately connected with their particular 
ſcheme or ſyſtem: However, if we will go to the 
New Teſtament for the ſolution of this problem, 
we will find, that the new commandment of bro- 


therly love its growing obſolete, and out of practice 


with the moſt part of profeſſors, and a wrathful, 
bicter, and diviſive ſpirit entering in among them, 
are both the cauſes and the evidences of the goſpel's 
unſucceſsfulneſs. See 1 Cor. iii. 1, 2, 3, 4. Gal. v. 
13, 14, 15, 19, 20, 21. Jam. iii. 13, 14, 15, 16. 


Chhriſtians, I beſeech you conſider that deep con- 
cern for your union among yourſelves, expreſt by 
your Redeemer in his valedictory prayer, John xvii. 
21, 22, 23. That they all may be one, as thou, 
« Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they alſo 
& may be one in us.” There ye have this Qnenels 
twice in a breath. And the glory which thou 
«& gaveſt me, I have given them, that they may be 
ec one, even as we -are one.” Here we have it a 
third time. © I in them, and thou in me, that 
« they may be made perfect in one.“ This is the 


fourth time he comes over it, ſo very intent was he 


upon it. Here is a great deal of work made about 
a thing that is almoſt gone into deſuetude among 
us. But did we rate and value things after the ex- 


_ ample of Jeſus Chriſt, it would not be ſo. Should 


you hear a miniſter, with great warmth, preſſing 
ſome duty from the pulpit, and when he returns 
home, ſhould you at his cloſet door hear him wreſt« 
ling with God in prayer, that he would pive the 
people what he had fo warmly preſt upon them; 
you would eaſily believe the good man was deeply 


concerned 
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toncerned in the matter. What Chriſt had inſiſted 
on moſt in preaching, that he enlarged moſt upon in 
prayer : He had preached peace to them, peace was 
the legacy he deſired to leave with them; and after 
all, he puts up with great earneſtneſs, no leſs than 
four petitions for it at a throne of grace. 


Surely. it would be moſt pleaſing and delightful 
to your deareſt Redeemer, now exalted at the right 
hand of God, to look down among you, and behold 
you walking in love, in harmony and concord with 
one another. This would be the anſwer of his va- 
ledictory prayer, and the fruit of the travel of his 
foul. Why then will you grieve and vex your beſt 
friend, your friend at the court of heaven, with your 
clamour and noiſe, your wrath and bitterneſs, your 
ftrife and contention ? Methinks I hear him addreſs 
ſing you from heaven in ſuch words as theſe: O 
« my children, have ye forgotten, or have ye 
ve willingly laid aſide the very badge of your Chriſti- 
« an profeſſion, the diſtinguiſhing character of the 
« heavenly family, while, inſtead of mutual love 
« and friendihip, ye are daily biting and devouring 
« one another? Is this all the fruit of my pacifica- 
&« tory ſacrifice offered for you? Is this all the in- 
fluence of my ſanctifying ſpirit upon you? There 
is but little in your differences, but there is great 
danger and diſgrace in your diſſentions. Should 
ye, the children of the ſame family, who lay to- 
gether in the ſame womb of election, and are 
born to the ſame inheritance ;—ſhould ye, whoſe 
names I bear together on my heart, and preſent 
unto God, be thus ſplit and divided from one a- 
nother in your affections? Will ye rend and tear 
« my myſtical nel Will ye crucify me afreth, 

4 and 
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ec and expoſe me to open ſhame by this moſt un- 
cc chriſtian ſpirit and behaviour? Do not I bear with 

e you all, with your ignorance, your frowardneſß, 

-« your follies and frailties ? and will you bear no- 
ee thing with one another? Do not I hold commu- 
& nion with you all? and are ye crumbled into 
« ſets and parties, heartily hating one another ? 
« J8 the old Corinthian clamour and noiſe raiſed a- 
ee mong you, ſome crying, I am of Paul, others, 
« am of Apollos? ls this the treatment ye give 
« the Holy Spirit whom I have ſent into your 
« hearts? Will ye thus grieve and vex your Com- 
« forter ? Will ye, by your ſtrife and contention, 
« provoke him to quit his habitation ? Will ye 
« ſpoil the holy angels of their joy, and give ground 
« of triumph to the ſpirits of darkneſs, and their 
“ auxiliaries in the world, who impatiently wait 
64 for your ſtumbling and falling, that they may 
« inſult over you, crying, Aha, aha! ſo we would 
« have it!? 


As ſerious Chriſtians are agreed in the Eſſentials 
of our holy religion, even tho' they ſhould differ in 
opinion about leſſer matters, this ought not to di- 
vide them in Affection; nor can ſuch differences be 
Juſtly urged, as a ſufficient cauſe for that monſtrous 
thing Schiſm in the church of Chriſt. Indeed, ſhould 
any man deny the doctrine of Original Sin, the De- 
crees of God, and in the buſineſs of Salvation a- 
ſcribe more to man's free will than to God's free 
grace; ſhould he laugh at Juſtification thro* the 
imputed Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, and ſneer at the 
doctrine of the Saints Perſeverance ; ; eſpecially, 
ſhould he deny a Trinity of Perſons in the Godhead. 


Das theſe are the diſtinguiſhing doctrines of Re- 


vealed Religion, I leave it to all who are ſerious 
and 


\ 
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and ſound in the faith, what they are to think con- 


cerning ſuch people. I beg leave to quote a paſſage 
from the celebrated Mr. Harvey, whom no man in 
his ſenſes will think to be either enthuſiaſt or bigot. - 
After this excellent writer has obſerved, that diffe- 
rences about leſſer matters may ſubſiſt among Chriſt- 
ians, where the Chriſtian love continnes, he adds, 
« But if one denies the Divinity of our Lord Jeſus 
cc Chriſt, and degrades the incarnate God to the 
«© meanneſs of a mere creature; if another cries up - 
« the worthineſs of human works, and depreciates 
« the alone meritorious righteouſneſs of the glori- 
& ous Mediator ; if a third addreſſes the incommu- 
6“ nicable honours to a finite being, and bows to 
ce the image, or prays to the ſaint :—Thele are er- 
& rors, in my opinion, unhappiiy derogatory to the 
& Redeemer's dignity, and not a little prejudicial 
& to the comfort of his people: Againſt thele, 
& therefore to remonſtrate, beſpeaks not the cen- 
& ſorious bigot, but the friend of truth, and the 
« lover of mankind.— Whereas to {tand neuter and 

& ſilent, while ſuch principles are propagated, ' 
c“ might be an inſtance of criminal remiſneſs, rather 
“ than of Chriſtian moderation.“ Meditat. vol. I. 
p- 173, 174. edit. 6th, 


To conclude, © Let us, as the elect of God, ho- 

& ly and beloved, put on bowels of mercies, kind- 
& neſs, humbleſs of mind, meekneſs, long-ſuf- 
66 fering, forbearing one another, and forgiving 
“ one another, ——And, above all theſe things, 
ce put on charity, which is the bond of per- 
ec fectneſs. Col. iii. 12, 15, 14: © If there be 
ce therefore any Conſolation in Chriſt, if any com- 
e fort of love, if any fellowſhip of the ſpirit, if any 
ce bawels 


n 
ec bowels and mercies; fulfil ye my joy, that ye be 
6 ljke- minded, having the fame love, being of one 
« accord, of one mind.” Philip. ii. 1, 2. To pro- 
mote this noble temper and diſpoſition of foul, was 
the deſign of the author of the enfuing diſcourſe: 
And that it may be bleſt of God for that effect, is 
the prayer of him who deſires to love all theſe, of 
whatſoever denomination they be, that love our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 
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e I befaech you, Brethren, by the Name of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that ye all ſpeak the ſame 
Thing, and that there be no Diviſions among you, 
but that ye be perfectly joined together, in the 2 
Mind, ew in the "I JT 


* 


HE church of Corinth was now lying 

bleeding of her wounds, given her, not 
by open, and avowed enemies, but by 
her own children, ſome ſaying they 
were of PAUL, others that they were of ApoLLos, 


&c. The apoſtle applies himſelf to the curing of 


this rent and broken church, in the words. of the 


text, which is a moſt pathetical exhortation to uni- 
ty. In the words we have three things : 


I. The compellation, BRETHREN : It is a kind- 


ly compellation, whereby he inſinuates himſelf in- 
to their affections, or endeavours ſo to do; for it is 
hard for faithful miniſters to get people's affections 


kept, where once diviſions enter. In this compel- 


lation there is an argument for unity: He minds 


them that they are Brethren 3 and it is a ſhameful 


thing for brethren to fall by the ears; Let there 
6 be no ſtrife, I pray thee, (ſays Abraham to Lot) 


te betwixt me and thee, &c. for we be Brethren.” 


Gen. xiii, 8. And Joſeph ſays to his brethren, © See 
that ye fall not out by the way.“ Gen. xiv. 24. 


A II. There 


. 
{ 
| 
i 
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II. There is a moſt pithy obſecration, “ 1 be- 


© ſeech you, by the name of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, - 


Paul turns a petitioner to them for the church's 
peace, and begs of them, as he did of the Jailor, 
Acts xvi. 28. that they would do themſelves no 


harm, but lay by the ſword of contention ;. and, 


that it might have the more weight with their con- 


ſciences, he interpoſeth the name of the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, . I beſeech you (ſays be) by the name of 
« our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that, &c.” It implies two 
things, 1. It is as much as if he had ſaid, As ye 
have any regard to the authority of 'the Lord Jeſus 


Chriſt, who hath ſo often enjoined peace, unity, and 


brotherly love to his followers, beware of diviſions. 
It is not I, (as if he had ſaid) but Chriſt, the prince 
of peace, that requires this of you. 2. It is as much 
as if he had faid, As ye love the Lord Jeſus, as ye 
tender his honour and glory, ſpeak the ſame thing, 
and let there be no diviſions among you; for the 


name of Chriſt ſadly fuffers by your contentions, fac- 
tions 2nd diviſions. The apoſtle's beſeeching of 
them notes his gentleneſs, but withal his vehemen- 


cy of ſpirit, iytreating with them for the peace and 


unity of the church; he handles their wounds ten- 


derly, yet ſo as they might ſee he was in good ear- 
neſt to have them healed. It imports alſo, how hea- 
vy their contentions were to him, how grateful it 
would be to him if they would unite, and how grie- 
vous if they ſhould ſtill continue their rents; there- 
fore he obteſts them, and after a ſort adjures them by 
the name of the Lord, that thcy would all ſpeak the 


ſame thing, and let no diviſions be among them: If 


I cannot obtain this of you, ſays he, for my own 
fake, yet let we obtain it of you for Chriſt's ſake. 
This is the manner of his exhortation. f N 
| III. We 
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mt. We have the matter of his exhortation, 
which les in three things 


1. He exhorts them to unity of principles, 
“ that ye all ſpeak the fame thing; he beſeecheth 
them, that they would not vent principles contrary 
to the truth, and to one another; for now, inſtead 
of unity, ſome were crying one thing, ſome another, 
like that confuſed multitude, Acts xxi. 24. there 
was nothing but contentipn and contradiction a- 
mong them, till ſome of them came at length to de- 
ny the relurrection, I Cor. xv. 


2. He dehorts chem from Diviſions ; the word 
in the Greek iz Schi/ms, as ye may lee in the mar- 
gins of ſome of your Bibles: The word properly ſig- 


nifies a Cutting or Section in a ſolid body, as in the 


cleaving of wood, when the parts of it befare unit- 
ed are rent aſunder. Thus the one church of Co- 
rinth was rent aſunder into divers parties and fac- 
tions, ſome following one miniſter, ſame following 
another; therefore ſays the apoſtle, © Is Chriſt di- 
% vided?” 1 Cor. i. 13, As if he ſhould ſay, why, 
ſeeing there is but one Chriſt, are there ſo many bo- 

dies? Where will you get a Chriſt to bead your dif- 
ferent and divided party? Through theſe diviſions 


among them, it would ſeem from 1 Cor. xi. 33. 


they had ſeparate cammunions, they wauld not tar- 
ry for one another. The apaſtle alſo taxeth their 
divifions, For whereas there is among you envy- 
6 ing, ſtrife, and diviſions, are ye not carnal * 
x Cor. iii. 3. Where the word tranſlated Diviſions 
properly ſignifies /eparate Standing, where one party 
ſtands pon one ſide, and another prey: on another 

ide, 


C * M. 5 
ſide. It denotes ſuch ene . men 71 


rate one from another. ,»*; 4:5] 1 it al Aid 


3. He exhorts them to amend what was amik 
already among them in that matter, © to be perfe&- 
« ly joined together,” in oppoſition to their conten- 


tions and diviſions. The word in the original is ve- 
ry emphatick, and ſignifies two things, firſt, To re- 
ſtore disjointed members into their proper places a- 


gain, ©& Reſtore ſuch an one.” Gal. vi. 1. It is a 


metaphor from Chirurgeons tting members in joint 
again; as if he had ſaid, ſet ſuch an one in joint a- 


gain: So it aims at healing the church of her rents, 


reſtoring ſuch as had ſeparate and withdrawn. Se- 


condly, It ſignifies to perfect and eſtabliſh in the 


| ſtate to which a perſon or thing is reſtored ; and ſo + 
it denotes a firm union betwixt the members of that 


church: He would have them compacted together 


as a body, in which all the parts do fitly cleave to- 
gether, each of them in its proper place ; and with- 


al he adds here the bond? of this union, © the ſame 
4 mind,” that is, the ſame heart, will, and affec- 
tions, as the word Mind is taken Rom. vii. 25. 
« and the ſame judgement” or opinion anent mat- 
ters; if the laſt cannot be got, yet the firſt may. 
From the words, we draw theſe following doctrines. 


Doctrine 1. That ſchiſm and diviſion is an evil 
incident to the churches of Chriſt while in this world. 
Doct. 2. That profeſſors ought to beware of 


ſchiſm and diviſion, as they tender the authority and 


honour of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. | 
Doc. 3. Where ſchiſm and diviſion enter into a 
church, there will be great heats, diverlity, yea 


* of opinions, people contradicting one 


another 
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another in matters of religion, « that ye 175 ſpeak 


en the ſame thing, .. en 1207 30 uon ods 
Doc 4. That however hard it be, Vet it is mr 
ſible to get a rent church healed. vd :tnancil 


Dog. 5. That it is the duty of all wade) mem 
bers to endeavour the unity of the church, and the 
cure of rents; and particularly, it is the duty of 


digjointed members to Nx their own 5 in the/ 


body again 

Laſtly, . That chile and Anke, as they are 
grievous to all the ſons of peace, fo they are in a 
ſpecial | manner heavy and alflicting to Haithful m. 
niſters of the goſpel | of x peace. TY 
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deſign not to init. | 


As to the frſ of thei Doclrines, to wit, That 
ſchiſm and diviſion is an evil incident to the church- 
es of Chriſt in this world, I. I ſhall illuſtrate the 
truth of this doctrine. 2. 1 ſhall give you ſome ob- 
cee ee eee 
plague in churches. | 

And1 challenge your Ane and beſeech you 
by the name of our Lord Jelus Chriſt, that, without 
prejudice, ye will hear and conſider what I am to 
hay; and if I fay any thing contrary to the word of 
God, reje& it; but what I may ſay, as agreeable . 
to God's word, I require it may have place in, and 
weight with your conſciences. I ſhall endeavour ta 
hold off perſonal reflections, but muſt take liberty 
freely to handle the cauſe. | 


I. Then I ſhall illuſtrate this ſad doctrine. Alas! 
it is written, I may fay, in letters of the blood of 
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1 luſts ſhall they beap to themſelves 
teachers, having itching ears, and they ſhall turn 


5 
oer mother, who cries out, She is wounded in 
ac the houſe of her friends.“ This broken bleeding 
church, expoſed to the laughter of _Papiſts and ma- 
lignants by her diviſions, is a ſad inftance of it. 
Now, ſeeing ſome are apt to ſtumble at all religion, 
by reaſon of our diviſions, and others are apt to 
pride themſelves in them, I ſhall, for the ſake of 


both, ſhew, that theſe things are no uncouth, 


ſtrange, or new things. For O_o en, 


I. Theſe things are foretold in the ſeriptures, 
Our Lord Chriſt has given us fair warning, Matth. 
x. 34, 35, 36. © Think not that I, am come to ſend 
& peace on earth, I came not to fend peace but a 
« ſword; for I am come to ſet a man at variance 
& apainſt his father, and the daughter againſt her 
ce mother,” and ſo forth. Not that this is the 


- Kindly and native effe of the goſpel of peace, but 
ſo it proves, by reaſon of the corruptions of men. 


The apoſtle tells the church of Epheſus, ( Alſo of 
- your own ſelves ſhall men ariſe, ſpeaking perverſe. 


«> —""_ to draw away diſciples after them.” Acts 


XX. 30. I ſhall only add another ſcripture, “ After 


& away their ears from the truth, &c. 2 Tim. iv. 
3. 4. From all which we may ce, that church rent · 
ers ſhall not be wanting, nor Gall they want ſuccels. 


2. Conte the ſad experience of the church in 
ſeveral 12 I flall give you two inſtances out of 
the Old Teſtament, the firſt you have Num. xvi. 


Even when the church had a Moſes and Aaron in it, 
there was a violent ſchiſm ſet a- foot in it by Korah, 
Pathan and Abiram ; that this buſineſs was not ſq 


much 
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much a ſedition in the ſtate as a ſchiſm in the church, 


(tho' I deny not but there was ſomething of ſedition 


in it, for {chiſm and ſedition -go often together) is 
clear from the great cauſe of the quarrel, which was 


about the prieſthood, as is clear from Num. xvi. 3, 
4, 5, 6, J, 8, 9. which ye may read at your leiſure, 


but conſider eſpecially the 10 and 11 verſes, where 


Moſes ſays, “And ſeek ye the prieſthood alſo ? For 
« which cauſe both thou and all thy company are 


«& gathered together againſt the Lord; and what is 


Aaron that ye murmur againſt him? Compare 


with this Jude 11. where the ſeducers, the diſtur- 
bers of the church are ſaid to periſh in the gainſay- 
ing of Core. Many were led aſide into this ſchiſm, 


Num xvi. 19. And Korah gathered all the con- 


.« gregation againſt them, viz. againſt Moſes and 
Aaron ; two of the heads of it, being called to come 
before Moſes, ſent him a declinature, ſtuffed with 
ſcandalous: defamations againſt him, Num, xvi.-12, 
13, 14. And Moſes ſent to call Dathan and Abi- 
ram the ſons of Eliah : Which ſaid, We will not 
% come up. Is it a ſmall thing that thou haſt 
% brought us up out of a land that floweth with 
% milk and honey, to kill us in the wilderneſs, &c.“ 
Vea, when God himſelf had inflicted the cenſure on 
them, the people would not quit their good Opini- 
on of them; but as it is in the 41 verſe, ©& they 
« murmured againſt Moſes and Aaron, ſaying, ye 
c have killed the people of the Lord.” Another 
notable ſchiſm was that made by the ten tribes, 
1 Kings xii. where two things are very remarkable, 
firſt, The riſe of it, their diſſatisfaction with the 
civil government, whereupon they refuſed to own 
Rehoboam as their king, and alſo ſeparated from 
the EO” of ä „ Who owned his authority, 
| | tho 
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desde) S dcn esse the piety and 


wiſdom of David and Solomon. Second Thing re- 


markäble in it, is the way how it was maintained, 
vi. by prieſts that were not of the ſons of Levi, 
. verſe 31. of that chapter, that is, men who had no 
right to the prieſtly office. The New Teſtament is 
ſo full of diſmal accounts this way, that there is not 
almeſt an epiſtle written, wherein we have not 
ſomething of church rents and diviſions, exhortations 
to unĩty, or ſome one thiug or another of that kind. 
See Rom. xvi. 17, 18. Now I beſeech you, Bre- 
de thren, mark them which cauſe diviſions and of- 
et fences, contrary to the doctrine ye have learned, 
ec and avoid them. For they that are ſuch, ſerve 
ee not our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, but their own belly, 
% and by good words and fair ſpeeches deceive the 
'« hearts of the ſimple.” For the 1ſt epiſtle to the 
Corinthians, read our text and downwards. See 
alſo 2 Cor. x, xi, xii. throughout, where Paul is 
put to defend himſelf againſt the flanders caſt. on 
him by falſe teachers, and to compare himſelf with 
them. As to the epiſtle to the Gallatians, I need not 
cite chapter and verſe, the body of that epiſtle be- 
ing againſt them that troubled the churches of Ga- 
'Jatia. Eph. iv. ye have a pathetieal exhortation to 
unity, from verſe 1. to 17. Philip. ii. 1. and down- 
wards, “ If there be any conſolation: in Chriſt, if 
« any comfort of love, if any fellowſhip of the ſpi- 
« rit, if any bowels of mercy : Fulfil ye my joy, 
« that ye may be like minded.” Col. ii. 18. and 
downwards, . Let no man beguile you of your re- 
% ward. Wherefore are ye {ubje&. to ordinances ? 
4 touch not, taſte not, handle not; which things 
6 indeed have a ſhew of wiſdom, &c.“ The Theſ- 
ſalonians are exhorted © To warn them that are 
ON « unruly,” 
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« unruly. 1 Theſſal. v. 14. In 2 Theſſal- il. 44 
there are ſome troubling the church, and ſhaking 
them in their minds by their doctrine. 1 Tim. vi; 


3, J. © If any man teach otherwiſe, —he is proud, 


& knowing nothing, but doting about queſtions and 
ic ſtriſes of words, &c. and chap. i. 6: } © From 
& which ſome having ſwerved, have turned afide un- 
te to vain jangling, deſiring to be teachers of the 
te law, underſtanding neither what they ſay, neither 
« whereof they affirm.” The apoſtle ſpeaks of 
ſome “ that creep into houſes, and lead captive ſil · 
« ly women,—and that reſiſt the truth, as Jannes 
te and Jambres withſtood Moſes.” 2 Tim. iii. 6. 8. 
He tells him, © he muſt ſtop the mouths of ſome 
% who ſubvert whole houſes, teaching things which 
“ they ought not.” Titus i. 10. In the epiſtle to 
* a ſingle perſon is to unite him and Oneſi- 
In the epiſtle to the Hebrews the apoſtle tax- 
4 3 that forſook the church aſſemblies, © Not 
« forſaking the aſſembling of ourſelves together, as 
« the manner of ſome is. Heb. x. 25. © But if 
« ye have bitter envyings (in the Greek it is bitter 
« zeal) and ſtrife in your hearts, glory not: This 
« wiſdom deſcendeth not from above, but is earthly, 
« ſenſual, deviliſh : But the wiſdom that is from 
« above, is firſt pure, then peaceable, &c. and the 
« fruit of righteouſneſs is fown in peace of them 
that make Peace." James ii. 14. &c. “ Final- 
„ ly, brethren, be all of one mind.“ 1 Pet. iii. 8. 
The whole of 2 Pet. ii. treats of falſe teachers. 
« They went out from us, but they were not of 
e us.“ 1 John ii. 19. © If there come any unto 
« you and bring not this do&rine, receive him not 
* into your houſe, neither bid him God ſpead.“ 
John 10. In 3 John 9, 10. we find a Diotrephes 
B prating 
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clearly learn two leſſons. 


| thoſe who had moſt of the Spirit of God were of the 
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prating againſt the apoſtle . with malicious words.” 


Read the whole epiſtle of Jude, for I need not cite 
a verſe or two of it to our purpoſe. See allo the 


ad and ad chapters of Revelation.- The church of 


Epheſus had tried theſe that faid they were apoſtles 
and were not, Rev. ii. 2. Smyrna was troubled with 
theſe that ſaid, they were Jews and were not, but 
were the ſynagogue of Satan, ver. 9. ſo was Phila- 
delphia, chap iii. 9. the church of Pergamus had 
them that held the doctrine of Balaam, Rev. ii. 14. 
In Thyatira was Jezabel teaching and ſeducing, v. 20. 


Here is a cloud of witneſſes from whom we may 


Firſ!, That tho' the apoſtles themſelves were as 
live to guide and govern the churches, yet they 
would not be able to prevent ſchims, diviſions, and 
renting of churches. 


A ſecond leſſon we may learn from them is, That 


moſt pgaceable temper, and moſt tender of the peace 
of the church, moſt careful to preſerve it where it 


was intire, and moſt careful to reſtore it where it 
was loſt. 


If we take a view of after-times, we ſhall find 


ſchiſm and diviſion infecting the church. When the 


Pagan perſecution was over, the fire of contention 
burnt up the church. Then was that in the Rev. viii. 


F. accompliſhed ; “ Fire from the altar was caſt in- 


« to the earth.“ When Conſtantine the Great had 
reſtored peace unto the church, ſhe was miſerably 
defaceg by the ſchiſm of the Donatiſts, who ſepa- 
rated from the church, at firſt, to eſchew the im- 
purity of promiſcuous communion, This ſchiſm laſt- 


ed 
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„ 
ed more than two hundred years. They held, that 


men were defiled with the corruptions of theſe with 
whom they kept church communion, and that there 
was no other true church but their own. That 
which led them to theſe extravagancies, was, that 
the church kept, in miniſterial communion with her, 
one Cecilian, whom the Donatiſts would have had 
depoſed ; becauſe, as they alledged, that when he 
was a deacon, he had hindered ſome people to aſſiſt 
ſome that were in priſon tor the cauſe of Chriſt, and 
that he had been ordained by theſe that were Tra · 
ditors, that is, who had delivered up the Bible to 
the Perſecutors; ſo thinking the whole church pol- 
luted with the fellowſhip of this man and his fel - 
lows, they ſeparated. 


When the Lord raiſed up Luther to reform the 
church from Popery, then came in the Anabaptiſts, 
who rebelled againſt the magiſtrate, and taught ſe- 
dition, and withal pretended, that Luther had made 
but a half reformation, that he had only cut off the 
branches of Popery, but they would ſtrike at the 
root. Hence complained that holy man thus, © It 
« coſts us ten years pains to erect a little church, 
“ and then comes one that knows nothing, but to 
& rail on faithful miniſters, and he in one moment 
« overturns all.” And elſewhere he ſays, They 
&« that received the doctrine of the goſpel from us, 
even they perſecute us Moſt bitterly.” How our 
own church was thus troubſęd in the time of former 
preſbytery, is evident from the writings of worthy 
men of that time, againſt ſeparation : So we find an 
act of the Aſſembly 1643, “ Appointing to ſearch 
for books tending to ſeparation.” I cannog but 
particularly remark an a& of the Aſſembly 1641, 
ſell. 10. againſt impiety and ſchiſm, wherein they 
charge, all miniſters and members of this Kirk, to 

e endeavour 
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1 endeavour to ſuppreſs all impiety, and mocking of 
& religious exerciles.” And upon the other part; 
6% That, in the tear of God, they be aware, that un- 
te der the pretext of religious exerciſes, otherways 
tc lawful and neceſſary, they fall not into error, he- 
ce rely, ſchiſm, ſcandal, ſelf. conceit, and deſpiſing 
& of others, preſſing above the common calling of 
«& Chriſtians, and uſurping that which is proper to 


4 the paſtoral vocation, contempt or diſregard of the 


c publick means, &c. This I take plainly to be 
meant of what we call Fellowſhip Meetings, which 
have been ſo much mocked by wicked men on the 
one hand, and abuſed on the other hand to ſchiſm, 
&c. But the aſſembly 1647, ſeſſ. 19. in their di- 


rections tor ſecret and private worſhip, and mutual 


edification, tor cheriſhing piety, for maintaining u- 
nity, and avoiding {chiſm and diviſion, which are 
ordinarily bound in with the Confeſſion of Faith, to- 
wards the end of the book, they diſcharge theſe 
meetings altogether, as you may ſee in the ſeventh 
direction, where they ſay, „Whatever hath been 
5 the truits and effects of meetings of perſons of dis 
« verle families in the times of corruption and trous 
* ble, yet ſuch meetings of perſons of diverſe families, 
& (except in the caſes mentioned in the directions) 
& are to be diſapproved, as tending to the prejudice 
F or the publick miniſtry, to the renting of the fa- 
6 milics of particular congregations, and (in pro- 
« grels of time) of the whole kirk.“ I bring not 
in this to ſhew my own judgment anent theſe meet- 


| ings, but to let you ſee there was a ſpirit of ſepara- 


tion going in theſe days as well as now, and how 
the fire of diviſion left not this church till ſhe was 
caſt into the fire of perſecution, is too well known : 
O that it had from that time left us! 


come 
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I come now to the ſecond thing propoſed,” to give 
you a few oblerves as to the riſe and way of carrys 
ing oi this fad plague in churches. And, 


1. I ſay, God has his own holy ends in theſe t 
by theſe he tries his people, 1 Cor. xi 18, 19. E. 


thereby he puniſheth men for the contempt of the 
goſpel, and not receiving the truth in love, 2 Thel. ii. 


2. We find ſchiſms and diviſions raiſed in the church 

under the plauſible pretext of ſtrictneſs. This was 
the way how the churches of Galatia were rent in 
pieces. The corrupt teachers would needs add the 
obſervation of Moſes law to the goſpel, as if that 
were a more pertect and ſtrict way. Thus the cors 
rupt teachers among the Coloſſians pretending great 
ſtrictneſs, cry, touch not, taſte not, handle not.“ 
Col. ii. 21. This, in part, ſeems to have been the 
riſe of the ſchiſm in Corinth, which the apoſtle points 
at in the matter of the Lord's ſupper, while he fays; 
& Let a man examine himſelf.” 1 Cor. xi. 28. This 
was the ſchiſm af the Novatians and Donatiſts 
brought in of old, in that diſcipline was not exer- 
ciſed as they would have had againſt theſe that tell 
in time of perſecution. | l 


3. There are ordinarily ſome (I hope I am not 
ſpeaking to theſe with whom the very ſcripture text 
will be accounted treaſon) there are ſome, I ſay, wha 
are at great pains going hither and thither to ſpread 
the flame, that compaſs ſea and land to make proſe- 
lytes; thus we find ſome travelling from Jeruſalem 
to Antioch thro' Syria and Cilicia, to make diſciples 
and diſturb the churches : © Unto the brethren which 
« are of the Gentiles in Antioch, and Syria and Ci- 
% licia: Foraſmuch as we have heard, that certain 
4e which went out from us, have troubled you with 


is words, ſubverting your fouls, &c.” Acts xv. 23, 24. 
4. We 


45 14 * 

4. We may always obſerve, that one main thing 
ee renters aim at, is to diſcredit the miniſters 
of the golpel, as if the word were, fight neither 
with ſmall nor great but the miniſters; for Satan 
knows, if once the miniſtry be made contemptible, 
and their credit ſunk, then they will be uſeleſs, and 
if once they were laid by as uſeleſs, his kingdom 
were in a fair way of thriving. Theſe are the 
wolves,” who, tho' they be in ſheeps clothing, yet 
diſcover themſelves by barking at the ſhepherds : So 
did Korah. Look the epiſties to the Corinthians 
and Galations, and ſee how the renters of theſe 
churches: railed upon and diſcredited the apoſtle 
Paul; they ſaid he was no lawful apoſtle ; hence he 


| is fo oft put to clear his call, 1 Cor. ix. 1, 2. Gal. 


1. and 2. chap. they ſought a proof of Chriſt ſpeak- 
ing in him, 2 Cor. xili. 3. they charged him with 
tevity and inconſtancy, as if his words were not to 
be regarded, 2 Cor. i. 17. they charged him with 

walking after the fleſh, 2 Cor. xi. 2. they held him 
out to be a vain glorious perſon, and a very con- 
temptible man, 2 Cor. xi. 9, 10. ſee the four laſt 
chapters of 2 Corinthians. 


5. We often find they have great pretences to 
holineſs, and attainments above ordinary, fo they 
are ſaid to go in ſheeps clothing, and to transform 
themſelves into apoſtles of Chriſt : And no marvel, 
for Satan himſelf is transformed into an angel of 
light. 2 Cor. xi 13, 14. and it doth not a little 
favour their deſign, that men who have ſuffered for 
the cauſe of Chriſt are ſometimes engaged in it; 
which is clear from what the apoſtle ſays, compar- 
ing himſelf with the renters of the church of Co- 
rinth, © Are they miniſters of Chriſt? I am more: 
In priſon more e 2 Cor. xi. 23. which 
clearly 
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clearly holds forth, that they had been ſufferers and 
priſoners for the cauſe as well as he; yea really god- / 
ly perſons may be engaged in it, Rev. ii. 20. where 
we find Jezebel ſeducing Chriſt's ſervants ; for ſome» 
times even good men may run the Devil's errands, 
and yet be ſaved at laſt. 1/4 


: Laſtly F We may obſerve what characters the ſcrips 
' tures give ſuch; © Preſumptuous are they, ſelf-wil- 


&« led; they are not afraid to ſpeak evil of digni- 


& ties.” 2 Pet. ii. 10. © Proud, (for only by pride 


cc cometh contention) knowing nothing, but doting 
“ about queſtions, &c.” 1 Tim. vi. 4. In Rom. xvi, 
17, 18, they are ſaid to be“ ſuch as ſerve not our 
“Lord Jeſus Chriſt, but their own belly, &c.” They 
are entertained by theſe that have itching ears.” 
2 Tim iv. 3. See how the apoſtle ſtrikes at the 
root of diviſion, © Let' nothing be done through 
« ſtrife or vain glory, but in lowlineſs of mind let 
« each eſteem other better than themſelves.” Philip. 
ii. 3. Men that are irritated by a church, vain 
glorious and conceity, eſteeming themſelves better 


than others, are dangerous men, and fit wedges to 


cleave the church of Chriſt aſunder, 


Now I ſhall name the /econd Dodfrine, and then 
apply. — 
The 2d Doctrine is, That profeſſors ought to be- 


Ware of ſchiſm and diviſion, as they tender the au- 


thority and honour of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. . 


Let me apply it in the words of our text, © Now 
I beſeech you, brethren, by the name of our Lord 
* Jeſus Chriſt, that ye all ſpeak the ſame thing, 
* and that there be no diviſions among you; but 
« that ye be perfectly joined together in the ſame 


„ mind, and in the ſame judgment.“ Dearly be- 


loved 


N 


12 
foved, - as ye tender the authority and honour. of ou 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, beware of this ſchiſm and diviſion 
that is now troubling this church. I foreſee it will 
be needleſs for me to offer to preſs this exhortation 
| With motives, till 1 have removed three Prejudices 
out of the way: The fir// is, That they are the 
ſtricteſt party. The /econd is, That the church hat 
given them . juſt ground to ſeparate. The third is, 
That their principles are the principles of our cove. 


nanted Reformation. Some, may be, will be ama 


red to hear us offer to queſtion theſe e z = [ 
beſeech you conſider what I ſay. 


The firſt Prejudice then is, That thoſe who Ae 
and ſeparate from us are the ſtricteſt party. In ans 
Fwer to this, conſider there is a twofold ſtrictneſs; a 
ſtrictneſs in practice, and a ſtrictneſs in opinion. Ag 
for ſtrictneſs in the point of a holy practice, life 
and converſation; though they ſeem in a late print · 
ed paper to approptiate the name of the Godly to 
their own party, yet God forbid I ſhould appropri- 
ate it to ours. Only I ſhall ſay, that among theſe 
that conſcientiouſly attend the ordinances this day 
in our church, there are people as eminent for ho- 
lineſs life, and cloſe walking with God, that have 


as much of the exerciſe of Godlineſs upon their ſpi- 


Tits, and acquaintance and communion with God, 
as any in the nation; ſo far as 1 can diſcern, I 
could ſay more to this purpoſe, but that I deſire not 
to give offence. As for the miniſtry, whatever de- 
fets be among them, and tho' there are many of 
them with whom I have no acquaintance, yet there 
are among them of whom I could fay, (if it were 
| lawful to ſay it of any man) O that my ſoul were 
in their ſoul's ſtead ! and at whoſe feet I would wil- 
lingly fit down and learn the knowledge of Chriſt 
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"I practical GodlineG : This I declare to be my 
opinion of them, however low thoughts many have 
of them. As for ſtrictneſs of opinlons as to govern» 
ment and church communion, if we meaſure ſtrict- 
neſs according to the diftates of mens own ſpirits, 
we will yield to them for ſtrictneſs; and ſo would 
dur Lord to the Phariſees, and the apoſtles to the 
falſe teachers. But if we meaſure ſtriftneſs accord- 
ing to the word of God, we deny they are ſtricteſt, 
but they are indeed wideſt from the rule. I will 
follow Chriſt to the ſynagogue of the Jews ; (I hope 
ſome of you at leaſt may underſtand what I ſay) and 
in ſo doing I will be more ftri& than theſe that 
ſeruple to follow Chriſt's example, for fear they be 
involved in the guilt of the corruptions among 
them; for the nearer I follow Chriſt, the more ſtrict 
I am, if ſtrictneſi be meaſured according to the word 
of God. However, this is but an aſſertion; but it 
brings me to the ſecond things where I ſhall prove * 


The Hesnd leg is That the church has * 
yen. them juſt ground to ſeparate; and therefore 
they cry out on the Commiſſion of the General Aſ- 
ſembly, for repreſenting them to the world as Schiſ- 
maticks. To this I anſwer, That it is plain they 
have made a total ſeparation from us, and refuſe 
communion. with us in ordinances, unleſs it be at 


| ſome times to ſerve a turn. If this their ſepara- 


tion from us be a ſin, then their ſeparation is a 
ſchiſm : But ſo it is, that their ſeparation from 
us is ſinful, which I ſhall prove by one argu» 
ment, not to multiply words. The argument is 
this, Theſe who reject communion Ih the ordinances 
of Chriſt with a true church, and ſeparate from her, 
becauſe of corruptions in her, while, in the mean 
time they might keep communion with her without 
lin, are guilty of ſchiſm and finful ſeparation ; this 

2, I think 


— — — — 


| 


| 3: 
1 think will not be denied, for if our thus keeping 


communion be not our fin, it muſt be our duty; 


ſurely it is not left indifferent: But ſo it is, chat 
our diſſenters do thus reject communion with us, 


and ſeparate from us, while, in the mean time, 


they might keep communion with this church with- 
out ſin : Therefore their ſeparation is ſchiſm, and 
they are ſchiſmaticks. That they might keep com- 
munion with us without ſin, that is, without invol- 
ving themſelves in the guilt of the corruptions of 
the church, will appear, if ye conſider, that there 
are no corruptions amongſt us, whether real or pre- 
tended, which the church obligeth them to approve 
or join in the practice of, as terms of communion 
with her. Nor is there any real or pretended truth 
which they own, that the church obligeth them to 
renounce, as a term of communion with her. This 
holdeth abſolutely as to the people for Laick Com- 
munion, as they call it; and I am ſure it has been 
offered to ſome of them, that they ſhould be allow- 
ed to exoner their own conſciences, by proteſting 
againſt theſe things'which they look upon as cor- 
ruptions among us, if they would but come and join 
with us. As for miniſterial communion, it muſt be 
remembred, that the miniſters of this church are o- 
bliged to own the Confeſſi on f Faith as the confel: 
ſion of their faith, which is very juſt ; and if we 
will believe the leaders of that party, they own it 
as well as we, ſo that herein they will move no de- 
bate. It remains then that they may keep commu- 
nien with us without ſin,, unleſs mere joining in 
communion with a church, wherein there are many 


corruptions, be% ſin, and defile a man. To this 
narrow point, I think the controverſy betwixt them 
and us is brought: This I take to be the very foun- 
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dation of the ſeparation, which, if it fall, all falls 
together with it: And that this is a groſs untruth, I 
ſhall evince by 'two arguments. The fir/t argument 
is from Rev. ii. 24, 25. © But unto you, I ſay, and 
* unto the reſt in Thyatira, as many as have not 
te this dorine,—I will put upon you none other 
te burden; but that which ye have already, hold faſt 
« till I come.” In the church of Thyatira, Jezebel 
was ſuffered to teach and ſeduce Chriſt's ſervants ; 
for ſuffering of her the angel is reproyed, and con- 
ſequently called to amend this fault. The party 
that kept themſelves pure are not required to ſepa- 
rate; nay, in effect, are commanded to continue in 
the communion of that church; while the Lord ex- 
preſly tells them © he will lay no other burden up- 

{ on them, but commands them to hold faſt, and 
5 there is not one word anent their ſeparating to 
keep themſeves pure. This could not have been, if 
their keeping communion with the church of Thya- | 
tira, in which there was ſuch groſs corruptions, and 
en members had been a ſin. 


The Jemngeſegiment, is from our Lord's example, 
« And he to Nazareth, where he had been 
« brought up; and, as his cuſtom was, he went in- 
© to the ſynagogue on the Sabbath day, and ſtood 
« up for to read.“ Luke lv. 16. What corruptions 
were in the Jewiſh church in Chriſt's day, ye may 
find by reading of the Goſpels; as great, I dare ſay, 
as can, in any meaſure of modeſty, be pretended to 
be in the church'of Scotland ; and ye will remem» 
ber they were a covenanted land as well as we; yet 
our Lord keeps church communion with them in 
the ordinances of God; tho? he joined not v ith 
them in their corruptions, he joined with them! in 
the ordinances, and conſequently it was no ſin ; 


| and. 


; Mp 
1 7 and n may keep themſelves from che guilt of 
corruptions in a church, and yet keep communion 

with a church wherein theſe corruptions are. Mark, 

that it was his cuſtom to go to the Synagogue in 
| the place where he was brought up; for it plainly 
C relates to his cuſtom which he had while he lived a 
private man in Nazareth, ſceing it appears from the 
p context, that this was the firſt time he was in Na- 
| zareth, after he had entered upon the publick exer> 
| ciſe of his miniſtry ; which cuts off that exception 
that Chriſt went thither only to preach to them, 
5 Nay, afterwards, Did he not go to their ſolemn 
i feaſts? This he did alſo before, and we have plain 
| ſcripture for his hearing their teachers; © And when 
ce he was twelve years old they went up to Jeruſa- 
tec lem, after the cuſtom of the feaſt.” — it. 42. 
and in the verſe immediately preceeding, it is ſaid of 
of holy Joſeph and Mary, © they went to Jeruſa- 
* Jem every year at the feaſt of the paſſover, ſo 
far were they from ſeparating. And in the 46 verſe 
of that chapter, « they found him in the tem- 
“ ple in the midſt of the doctors, both hearing 
* them, and aſking them queſtions.” They that 
would find this point more largely proved, let them 
conſult Rutherford peaceable plea for - Pre/bytery, and 
Durham on Scandal, and on the Revelation, both 
Proving this point againſt the ſeparatiſts of their time, 


I come now to the third Prejudice, and I beſeech 
you bear with me; for if I were to handle this point 
in an ordinary, ye ſhould not hear fo much of 
it at once, Our great buſineſs is to preach Chriſt, 
if we could get leave to do it for our diviſions. The 
| | third Prejudice, I ſay, is, That their principles where · 

in they differ from us, are the priciples of our cove- 
Þanted — and that their practices, in the 
points 


| EB 
points of difference, are agreeable thereto: And ſo 
they give it out, that they adhere to our National, 
and Solemn League and Covenants, Confeſſion of 
Faith, Directory, &c. But we will examine nere 
Fe in theſe matters. | | 


Firſt then, As to the National Covenant, 1 all 
take notice of two things: I. I find theſe words in 
the National Covenant: This true reformed kirk, 
« to-the which we join ourſelves willingly, in doc- 
« trine, faith, religion, diſcipline, and uſe of the holy 
« ſacraments, as lively members of the ſame, in 
« Chriſt our head, promiſing and ſwearing, by the 
66 great name of the Lord our God, that we ſhall 
continue in the obedience of the doctrine and dif. 
« cipline of this kirk,” Let any compare with this 
the Aſſembly 1638, their explanation of the Na- 
tional Covenant, as ye have it Seſſ. 16 of that Aſ- 
ſembly, where repeating theſe foreſaid words of the 
National Covenant, they ſubſume: Hut ſo it is, 
« that Epiſcopal government is abhorred and de- 
« teſted, and the government by miniſters and el- 
ders, in aſſemblies general and provincial, and 
« preſbyteries, was ſworn to, and ſubſcribed, ip ſub. 
« ſcribing that Confeſion, and ought to be hblden 
cc by us, if we adhere to the meaning of the kirk 
“ when that Confeſſon was framed, ſworn to, and 
ſubſcribed, unto which we are obliged by the Na. 
« tional Oath and Subſcription of this kirk, as is e- 
« vident by, &c.” Now, 1 would appeal to the 
conſcience of any ſeparatiſt, who hath knowledge ta 
diſcern things that differ, whether or not we have 
the ſame doctrine and diſcipline that they had, when 
that Covenant was firſt taken; and the ſame doc- 
trine and diſcipline which the Aſſembly 1628, de 


_ to be the doctrine and diſcipline meant in that 
Wes Covenant, 
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Covenant, unto which we are obliged by the Na- 
tional Oath. Seeing then 'we have this ſame doc- 
trine and diſcipline, they are, by this National Co- 
venant, obliged to join themſelves to the kirk, and 
to continue in the obedience of the doctrine and dif. 
cipline thereof; and, by their ſeparating, they 
make themſelves plainly guilty of the breach of this 
ſubſtantial, part of the Covenant: And hence, by the 
by, appears the unreaſonableneſs of ſpeaking fo ſlight- 


ly of theſe days, the doctrine and diſcipline of that 


time being that which the National Covenant till 
binds to. 2. I find, that at the firſt taking of the 
Covenant, they ſwear to maintain the King's au- 
thority : As alſo, when, with additions, it was re- 
newed in the year 1638, they ſwear to ſtand to the 


defence of his. Majeſty's perſon and authority. How 


agrees our diſſenters principle, rejecting the authori- 
ty of the Queen, with this part of the Covenant! 
O, fay they, © She is not a covenanted Queen, and 
« therefore. cannot be Queen of a covenanted 
% land. Strange prejudices! Was not Scotland a 
covenanted land long ever the Solemn League and 


Covenant was heard tell off? Was not Charles I. 
King of a covenanted land at that time when the 


Covenant was renewed, and his authority ſworn to 
be defended ? But was he a coyenanted king? Did 
he own their covenant ? No, no; upon the con- 
trary he obliged ſome of their nobles at London to 
adjure it, declared the Covenanters rebels, - and 


brought down an army againſt them to force them 
from it - See Apologet ical Relation, Page. 53. 


As for the Solemu League and Covenant, we find 


them guilty the ſame way; it binds us cxpreſly ar 


gainſt Schiſm as well as prelacy, ſuperſtition, and 


n And that they are guilty of ſchiſm ha; | 


been 


rejecting the authority of the preſent Queen. 


I: 2 | 
been proven Wer It alſo bound to the maintain- 
ing of the King's autliority, it being far from the 
minds of the Covenanters to caſt off the authority | 
of the magiſtrate, tho” it was entered into without 


the King's conſent : Was it ever the mind of the 
Covenanters that they would own nb King but one 
that had taken this Covenant? I am ſure the par- 
liament of Scotland thought not ſo, when in the 
year 1649, they proclaimed and declared to all the 
world, That Charles II. was King of Great Britain, 
dc. their ſovereign Lord and King; and this was & 
full year before he took the Covenant: For which 
ſee the Apologetical Relation, p. 64, 65. Nor did 
the General Aſſembly 1649 think ſo, when in their 
letter to the King's Majeſty, (to be found among 
the printed acts of the Aſſembly in their laſt ſeſſion) 
before he was come home, or had taken the Co- 
venant, they call him «Moſt gracious Sovereign,” 

and ſubſcribe the letter thus,“ Your Majeſty's moſt 
e loyal ſubjects, and humble ſervants, the Miniſters 
« and Elders conveened in this national Aſſembly 
60 of the Kirk of Scotland :” While, in the mean 
time, they tell him in the ſame letrer, “ That he 
% had ſettled a peace with the Iriſh Papiſts, the 
« murderers of ſo many thouſands of his Proteſtant 


« ſubjects, and granted to them (contrary to the 


« ſtanding laws of his royal progenitors) a full li- 
« berty of their abominable Idolatry ; which (ay 
5 they) cannot be other ways Judged, but a giving 
« of your royal power to the Beaſt ;” and they ex- 


bort him to lay aſide the Service Book. And ſeve- 
ral other things may be there found, that may make 


men bluſh to talk of their agreeing with the chur ch 
of Scotland in her principles in theſe times, and yet 
And 

ü 


„ | 
which is moſt lamentable, even theſe worthies that 
laid down their lives for the Covenants, whoſe teſti- 
monies are recorded in Naphtali , having owned 
the King's authority, and prayed for him on the 
ſcaffolds, muſt, by this new doctrine, be reputed to 
die as fools, who underſtood not the Covenants they 
were "laying down their a: lives . As to f 
re erer ; mg: h 
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bh How — their refuſing to pray for the Queen, 
to pay her ceſs, and to own her authority, becauſe 
ſue is not a covenanted. Queen, agree with the Con- 
ſeſſion of Faith? chap. 22. . 4. It is the duty 
« of people to pray for may iſtrates, to pay them 

1 tribute and other dues, and to be ſubject to their 
a authority tor conſcience ſake : Infidelity, or dif- 
10 ference in religion, doth not make void the ma- 
4 giſtrates juſt and legal authority.” 1 know they 
will ſay, that article is meant of lands. not cove- 
nanted: There had been ſome ſhadow. of force i in 
this perhaps, if this Confeſſion of Faith had been 
framed before the Covenant; but, upon the con- 
trary, it was long after, and was the product of the 

Solem League and Covenant, as appears 6 the 
firſt article of the Covenant, in theſe words, 10 And 
* ſhall endeavour to bring the churches of God! in 
cc the three kingdoms to the neareſt conjunction 
© and uniforivity in religion, Confeſſion of Faith,” 
&c. The Solemn League and Covenant was fora 
in the year 1643 „the Confeilion of Faith was ſent 
hither and approven by the Aſſembly not till the 
the year 1647, for which ſee the act of Aſſeinbly 

printed before the Confeſſion. And can we think, 

that, theſe, * in Panne of the Covenant Frain- 
19 ii | ed 
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ed this Confeſſion of Faith, to declare to the world 
the faith of the Covenanters, would ſo juggle, as to 
put in articles of faith which would bind others, but 
not themſelves? J Al 5 


2. How does their reckoning the 8 the oath. 
of Allegiance to the Queen one of the ſteps of the 
church's defection, conſiſt with Confeſſion, chap. 22. 
5. 2. 4 A lawful oath, being impoſed by lawful au- 
« thority, in ſuch matters, ought to be taken; 
and 9. 3 of the ſame chap. © Yet it is a fin to re- 


( fuſe an oath, touching any thing that is good and 


« juſt, being impoſed by lawful authority.” It is 
true, they reckon her no lawful Queen ; but one 
error will not attone for another. The famous au- 
thor of the Apologetical Relation was not of our diſ- 
ſenters mind, (nay, he thought there had been no 
Chriſtian of their mind, and for ought I know there 
were none in theſe days) for, ſpeaking of the rea- 

ſons why the oath of Supremacy, called then, tho? 
falſely, the oath of Allegiance, ſhould be refuſed, 
and anſwering this objection, viz. Such as refuſe this 
oath of Allegiance, declare that they are not duti- 
ful and loyal ſubjects, he ſaith, © It hath been ſhown 
« what difference there is betwixt this oath and the - 


cc oath of Allegiance z and there is no miniſter or 


« Chriſtian ſhould ſcruple at the taking the pure 
« oath of Allegiance,” Apol. Rel. p. 259. [f it 
was this author's mind that no miniſter or Chriſtian 
ſhould have ſcrupled the oath of Allegiance to King 
Charles II. when he had taken the Covenant, bro- 
ken it, and overturned the work of Reformation, 
ſure, he would far leſs have thought it a {in to take 
the oath of Allegiance to the preſent Queen. | 


3. How doth their ſeparating from this church, 


leſt they be involved in the guilt of the corruptions 
D amongſt 
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E. 
amongſt us, by keeping communion with us, agree 
with the Confeſſion chap. 26: f. 2. “ Saints, by 
ce profeſſion, are bound to maintain an holy fellow- 
« ſhip and communion in the worſhip of "God,— 
& which communion, as God offereth opportunity, 


e ig to be extended to all theſe, who in every place, 


« call upon the name of the Lord Jeſus. _ 


4. How doth that principle of theirs, ſometime 
at leaſt owned by them, tho' left out in their laſt 
Paper againſt “ the power of the mapiſtrates to call 
« aſſemblies, agree with Confeſſion chap. 31. 4.2. 
« As magiſtrates may lawfully call a fynod of mi- 
« niſters, and other fit perſons, to conſult and ad- 
« yiſe with about matters of religion :** And with 


act of Aſſembly 1638, ſeſſ. 26. concerning yearly. 
General Aſſemblies, where they fay, „ If, in the 
mean time, it ſhall pleaſe the King's Majeſty to 


cc indite a General Aſſembly, ordaineth all preſby- 
c teries, univerſities and burghs, to ſend their com- 
«© mitſioners, for keeping the time and place which 
c ſhall be appointed by his majeſty's proclama- 
« tion?” they cry out on the incroachment of the 
magiſtrates in diſſolving of aſſemblies; but as our 
aſſemblies are conſtituted in the name of Chriſt, ſo 
are they diſſolved in his name. What diſſolution 
the magiſtrate makes, is looked upon as the diſmiſ- 
ſing of the members. There have indeed been in- 


croachments made by the magiſtrate in diſſolving 


aſſemblies before they had done their buſineſs, and 


there have been proteſtations made againſt this. And 


tho”, in the late paper, they charge the church for 
not proteſting againſt the incroachments, and re- 


_ cording the ſame ; yet, that proteſtations have not 


been made againſt them, is an untruth : But where 
the magiſtrate's deed is not recorded, neither. are 
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the, prateſtations recorded, I was eye and ear wits 

to the magiſtrates railing the Aſſembly in the 
midſt of buſineſs ; and proteſtations were made a- 
gainſt it, and for the church's intrinſick power; and, 
from every corner of the houſe, members adhering 
thereto; and this proteſting is recorded in the acts 
of Aſſembly. So that from my certain knowledge, 
I can ſay, they ſpeak an untruth in that charge in 
the declinature: Yea, I have the acts of the Aſſem- 
bly by me, where they, or any that queſtion the 
truth of what I ſay, may read it with their own gyes, 


'$: How doth their rejecting and deſpiſing the teſ- 
timony of the Commiſſion of the General Aſſembly 
againſt the Union, and reproaching them for it, be- 
cauſe it was given in to the Parliament by way of 
humble. addreſs, and not by way of proteſtation, 
agree with Confeſſion chap. 31. J. 5. “ Synods and 
« "councils are to handle and conclude nothing but 
ce that which i is eccleſiaſtical, and are not to inter- 


ce meddle with civil affairs, which concern the Com- 
WP monwealth, unleſs by way of humble petition in 
te caſes mcf or by way of advice for ſa- 
& tisfaction of conſcience, if they be thereunto re- 
* quired by the civil magiſtrate ?”? | 


_ Laſtly, How does their crying out on the magi. 
ſtrate's occaſional appointing of faſts and thankſ- 
givings, agree with the Confeſſion of Faith, allow- 
ing the magiſtrate to call Aſſemblies ? This I ſpoke 
to formerly in another ſermon. And further, how 
agrees it with the laſt paragraph of the Directory 
concerning publick ſolemn faſting, where we have 
theſe words, © Beſides ſolemn and general faſts en- 
joined by authority, we judge, &c ?“ It may be 
obſerved how frequently the apoſtles enjoin obe- 
fence to magiſtrates and hanouring of them: © 1 

> exhort 
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te exhort therefore, n for kings, 
cc and for all that are in a Tim. ii. 1, 2. 
« Let every ſoul be ſubject to — higher powers, 
« Kc.“ Rom. xiii. 1. © Put them in mind to be 
« ſubject to principalities and powers, to obey ma- 
c -piſtrates.” Tit. iii. 1. And alſo 1 Pet. ii. 13. and 
downwards. All which may ſhew us, that we have 
no more right to take away the fifth command out 
of the Decalogue, that requires obedience to magi- 
ſtrates, than the Papiſts have to take away the ſe- 
cond, which condemns their Idolatry. I think there 
is a ſtrange inclination among ſome that profeſs re- 
ligion, not only amongſt diſſenters, but others, to 
ſpeak evil of dignities, and ta embrace every thing 
that may make againſt the magiſtrate ; ſo that the 
murdering of King Charles I. wherewith preſbyte- 
rians are flandered by Papiſts and malignants, is 
owned and adopted by ſome, as if it had been a 
laudable action. Wo is me! that ignorance and 
an inclipation to yilify magiſtrates, ſhould give ſuch 
an handle to the enemy againſt us. If it was ſuch 
a glorious action, the ſectaries muſt have the glory 
of it; for it was they, and not Preſbyterians, that 
did the deed ; and it was proteſted againſt by the 
commiſſioners both from the church and ſtate of 
Scotland, for which they were hardly uſed at Lon- 
don; ſee Apol. Rel. p. 64. Yea, the General Aſ- 
ſembly 1649, gave their teſtimony againſt it in 
their ſeaſonable warning, ſeſſ. 27. they ſay, © That 
ec prevailing party of ſectaries in England, who have 
« broken the Covenant, —and taken away the 
« King's life, look upon us with an evil eye.“ And 
in their exhortation to their brethren in England, 
«© We have obtained this mercy, to be ſtedfaſt' to 
« our old principles, in bearing free and faithful 
# teſtimony 18888 their proceedings, both in re- 

« ference 
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« nes to the toleration and, government, and 


i the taking away the King's life.” And in their 
letter to the King, We do ſrom our hearts abo- 
« minate and deteſt that horrld fact of the ſectaries, 
00 againſt the life of your royal father our ſove- 
ce reign.” Both which are to be found in the laſt 
ſeſſion of that Aſſembly. 


Let me now renew my exhortation, and preſs it. 


I beſeech you, brethren, by the name of our Lord 


e Jeſus Chriſt, that ye all ſpeak the ſame thing, 
c and that there be no diviſions among you.” Be- 
ware of diviſion yourſelves, and give your help to re- 


cover, in all tenderneſs, theſe that have withdrawn, 


and encourage them not in their way. I am per- 
ſwaded, that if they were not ſo much countenan- 
ced and encouraged by theſe that are the hearers, 
the number of ſuch would not be ſo great as it is. 
Let not that itching ear get place with you, ſo as to 
run away to their meetings whenever ye have op- 
portunity, and ſo to caſt yourſelves into a ſnare, 


and to do what in you lies to ſtrengthen the diviſi- 
on, and trample on the grave authority of the 


church, whereby one of their preachers is depoſed 


from the miniſtry, and the other, who never was a 


miniſter, his licence to preach is declared null and 
void ; and both are certified, that if they repent 
not and amend their ways, they ſhall be excommu- 
nicate. I know it is ſaid, that it is thought ſtrange, 
the commiſſion threatneth to cenſure theſe men with 


the higheſt cenſures of the church, while yet they 


declare them to be none of their communion. But 
J think it more ſtrange to find men amuſed with 
this, who, tho' ſome curates, and others who have 
been, cenſured by this church, who were as little of 
our communion as theſe men, yet are diſſatisfied 


that 
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that PD church does not cenſure more of them, and 
that more ſeverely. Beware then ok this _ 
I beſeech you, . 


© x, For their ſakes that have ike; that ye 
may not confirm them in their courſe, tending la 
much to the diſadvantage of their ſouls, in with- 
drawing from the means of grace and knowledge, 
which they ſtand in need of as well as others. O, 
firs, be concerned this way ; the Lord's people are 
of an uniting and gathering ſpirit, © And they ſhall 
« bring all your brethren for an offering to the 
« Lord, out of all nations, upon horſes, and in cha- 


64 riots, and in litters, —to my holy mountain.” 


Iſa. Ixvi. 20. They ſhall bring them not by force, 


but by goſpel motives. But ſome of them are far 


off; what then? yet they thall bring them; may be 


they cannot walk, then ſhall they bring them on 
horſes ; may be they are ſo weak they cannot ride 
on horſes, then they ſhall get chariots ; ſome may 
be ſo ſickly they cannot come in chariots, then they 
ſhall come in litters that are for carrying of ſick 
folk: But by all means they will endeavour to 
bring them to the mountain of the Lord. Some 
will not concern themſelves this way, but let every 


one do as they pleaſe in theſe matters. * O for 
| — gathering _ | 


2. I beſeech you for the ſake of has both a- 
mongſt them and us, that have no religion. O, firs, 
what ſhould come of the many periſhing ſouls up 
and down Scotland, that are ſtrangers to Chriſt and 
their own ſoul's ſtate, if, as theſe men would have 
it, all ſhould leaye us, and we be left to preach to 
the toom walls, or, hold our tongues ? WY they by 
able for. the whole kingdom ? 
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J. T beſeech you, for your own ſakes,” have pity 
on your ſouly, caſt not away your ſpiritual food; 
yield not ſo to Satan, who, if he could, would ſet 
you at variance with the ordinances, becauſe he well 
knows that men in that caſe may get greater eaſe 
in their luſts, for it will be long hefore a reproof 
get reached from the pulpit to the fields, or their 
fire-fides. . I am very apprehenſive, that the preachs 
ing of the word, as being levelled at peoples Rate; 
and caſe of their ſouls before the Lord, has been o- 
ver hot for ſome, chat has made denn withdraw 
from miniſters, as men that tormented them chat 
dwell _"_ the a ) 


4. I beſeech you for the church's fake, whole 
Mit is marred with diviſion: “ Look not upon 
« me becauſe I am black, my mother's children 
« were angry with me.” Cant, i. 6. There is no 
danger from enemies without, like that from divifi- 
6ns within, The unity of the church would be the 
ſtability of it: © Thine eyes ſhall ſee Jeruſalem a 
quiet habitation, a tabernacle that ſhall not be 
© taken down, not one of the ſtakes thereof ſhall 
ever be removed, neither ſhall any of the cords 
4 thereof be broken.” Ia. xxxiii. 20. Tho' the 
kingdoms of the world be built on mountains, yet 
they ſhall fall ; but the church, when ſhe is a quiet 
Kabitation, 'tho? ſhe be but a tent, ſhe ſhall ſtand z 
and tho that tent be but fixed with ſtakes, yet they 
ſhall not be removed; tho' it be fixed but with 
cords, not with great ropes, yet none of them ſhalt 
be broken. Diviſion mars reformation in a church. 
It is very remarkable how diſcipline was weakened 


in the church of Corinth; divifions were ſo hot 


there, the inceſtuous man was tolerated amongſt 
them, they.could not get that work minded or plied 
* * ö for 
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en ation nine d, For then will f 
&* turn to the people a pure language, that they 
70 may all call upon the name of the Lord, to ſerve 
« him with one conſent.” Zeph. iii. 9. There is a 
reforming time, and then they will ſerve the Lord 
with one confent ; ſo we read it: But in the firſt 
language it is ane Shoulder, they ſhall, as it were, 
all ſet one ſhoulder to the Lord's work, and then 
the work cannot but proſper. | 


a 5. I beleech you for miniſter's their ſakes : Mini- 


ſters are made very odious this day by the dividers 
of the church. But we hope they have not made 


ſuch impreſſions on you, but that you, at leaſt ſome 
of you, will do ſomething for our fake. Our re- 
queſt then is, that ye would not burden our ſpirits 
with diviſion; that ye would not mar the Lord's 
work in our hands, and make our work a burden 
to us; ye ſee that in other things we are not mere 
Ignorants more than yourſelves; that in other 
things we are not men of proſtitute conſciences 
more than yourſel ves: Muſt a man then be account- 
ed quite ignorant of his duty, or one that will go 
over the belly of his own light, in things properly 
belonging to his office, juſt becauſe he is a miniſter 
of this church this day ? Be aſtoniſhed at this, O ye 
heavens ! be horribly afraid O earth 1 I am ſure it 


is a changed world with ſome, to whom it may be 


faid in the words of the apoſtle: © And my temp- 
F tation which was in my fleſh. ye deſpiſed not,— 
ec but received me as an angel of God; Where is 
ce then the bleſſedneſs ye ſpake of For I bear you 
&* record, that if it had been poſſible, ye would 


have plucked out your own eyes, and have giyen 


« them to me. Am ] therefore become your ene- 
my becauſe I tell you the truth? They zealouſſy 
4 affect 


the Prince of Peace, who, 


* dwell together in 


 Pfal. cxxxiii. 1. 3. 


N 
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« oi; you; but. nor well: They Wo el 
« you, that ye might affect them.” Gal. iv. I 4,--I 7« 


Laſth, I beſeech you, for Chriſt's ſake, that ye 
beware of diviſion; I beſeech you for the ſake of 


prayed for the uniting of his pdople,- and lays an a- 
ſtonühing weight on it, That they all may be 


One, — that the world may believe that thou haſt 


« ſent me; For his ſake, who, in the night 
wherein he was betrayed, inſtituted the ſacrament 
of his ſupper, to ſeal our Union and Communion 
with God, and with one another: For his ſake who 
laid down his lite to procure our peace with God, 
and ſhed his precious blood to unite his Elec, 
« For he is our peace, who hath made both one, 
« and has broken down the middle wall of parti- 


« tion betwixt us.” Epheſ. ii. 14. As ye tender 


the authority, as ye tender the honour of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, beware of diviſion. As ye would have. 
his preſence with, and bleſſing upon the church and 
upon the pariſh, beware of diviſion ; © Behold, how 
« good and ho 


« manded the bleſſing, even life for evermore.“ 
And fo I cloſe with that of 
the Apoſtle, 2 Cor. xiii. 11. © Finally, brethren, 
« farewel ; be perfect, be of good comfort, be of 
« one mind, live in peace; and the God of love 


« and peace ſhall be with you.” Now to the God 


of peace, even to the Father the fountain of peace, 
to the Son the purchaſer of peace, to the Holy 
Ghoſt the worker of peace, be glory and praiſe, tor 


ever and ever. AMEN. 


FINIS. 


his folemn prayer, 


pleaſant it is, for brethren to 
ty; for there the Lord com- 
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